
 
 
 

1 
 

In mid-January, the Making Local Woods 
Work project team enjoyed a fact-finding 

visit to Sylva Foundation at the Sylva 
Wood Centre in Long Wittenham, 
Oxfordshire. This is our report!  

 

Who are they? 

Sylva Foundation is an environmental charity 
‘helping trees and people grow together’. They 
work across Britain and are active under four 
main programmes: science, education, forestry 
and wood. They have been working alongside 
Plunkett and the Making Local Woods Work 
programme providing guidance, support to 
groups, developing online tools, creating 
resources and hosting events.   

 

 

 

What did we discover?  

Our experience: Sylva is based on an old farm site, it utilises the remaining buildings and land to support 
small wood-based companies, the community and provide educational programmes. On the evening of our 
visit they were opening their brand new teaching barn – it’s a fantastic space, for which they secured grant 
funding, and is designed to be versatile and lend itself to many different hands-on sessions and classroom 
style configurations.  As we looked at the rows of woodwork stations, we couldn’t stop ourselves from 
thinking about a version of ‘The Great British Bake-off’ but with woodcraft skills!  

 Paul Orsi, Director of Operations, showed Hannah and Louise around the site and introduced them to Lyra 
and many of the business owners. The businesses at Sylva are varied - from boat builders, to carpenters 
developing elaborate tables, to upholsterers running courses for others and picture framers. There has also 
been substantial investment in specialist heavy-duty wood processing tools, in a bespoke area, which can 
be used by the occupants and also accessed on a fee-paying basis to enables some form of income 
generation for Sylva. What was very apparent was that the mixed-use space allows the individual 
woodworkers and craftspeople to come together, to share ideas, support each other and socialise. The 
social aspect was key to many of the hub users that we spoke to; previously they had been working in 
isolation in garages or their sheds that were not necessarily fit-for-purpose; now they had a fine place in 
which to work, meet, talk, and learn from others. 

Sylva has engaged the community through fundraising and planting of trees and an orchard, encouraging 
people to come on site and get involved. They also provide educational opportunities for local school 
children, and they are hoping education provision will be a growth area with their new teaching barn.  

http://sylva.org.uk/science
http://sylva.org.uk/education
http://sylva.org.uk/forestry
http://sylva.org.uk/wood
https://www.makinglocalwoodswork.org/
https://sylva.org.uk/blog/opening-of-the-sylva-teaching-barn/


Through the ‘Making Local Woods Work’ programme Sylva developed an online web tool, ‘myForest’, 
which enables woodland owners and tenants to assess, map and 
manage their woodland resources. In response to feedback from 
their users, Sylva has just developed and released a ‘premium’ 
version of the myForest tool available on a subscription basis. 

 

What about Wildlife …as part of woodland management? 

It is indeed a busy month at Sylva … January also saw the launch of a new online toolkit that provides 
advice on managing woodlands for wildlife, in particular rare and declining species that are dependent on 
woodland habitats. The Woodland Wildlife Toolkit is aimed at 
anyone who owns or manages a woodland, or advises others 
about woodland management and is the culmination of a 
project supported and developed by: Bat Conservation Trust, 
Butterfly Conservation, Forestry Commission, Natural England, 
Plantlife, RSPB, Woodland Trust, and Sylva Foundation. Click 
here to find out more about the toolkit.  

 
You can learn more about Sylva Foundation, its activities and team on its website. 

 

These photos are from our visit to Sylva Wood Centre and Sylva Foundation … 

https://sylva.org.uk/myforest/
https://sylva.org.uk/blog/sylva-launches-premium-account-for-myforest/
https://woodlandwildlifetoolkit.sylva.org.uk/
https://sylva.org.uk/blog/woodland-wildlife-toolkit-launched/
https://sylva.org.uk/home
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